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Textual Problems in the “Baisha Xuean” Chapters

of the Mingru Xuean
Zhu Honglin {Huong-lam Chu)
Summary

As an indispensable sourcebook for the study of Ming Confucianism and the intellec-
tual history of the Ming dynasty, the Mingra Xnean (Cases of learning of Ming Confu-
cians) by Huang Zongxi (1610 ~ 1695) is plagued by textual problems that in worsl cases
render misunderstanding of the Ming authors whose wiitings are copied thersin. Many col-
lated editions of this useful book do not reduce, but rather create more, textual varations
to the dismay of the reader. Among the texts of three mujor pre-modem editions and two
major modern editions, one finds nol only variations in individual characters, phrases and
sentences, bul also in pavagraphs and passages. In extreme cases, independent and wnre-
lated passages ate mistakenly joined, and unitary passages are mistakenly separated. Con-

ditions like these cannot simply be explained as results of block-cutting envrs.
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As an tllustration of the problem, the present paper locates all such vanations in the
two chapters for the school of Chen Xianzhang — the “Baisha Xuean” — by a thorough
textual study of the major editions of the Mingru Xuean as well as the sources from which
Huang Zongxi made his excerpts for the book. It shows how the original texts were edited.,
It also explains why such variations were made and in what ways they may affect the mean-

ing of the words and the context of the passages.




