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was part of a paradigmatic shift and thus anticipated the mainstream of evidentiary research

in classical learning during the Qing period.

Tang Boyuan ln Late Mlng Inte]']'ecmal HIStory  Keywords: Tang Boyuan(1541-1598), Wang Yangming( 1472-1529), Confucian canonization,

Stone-stele version of the Great Learning

Chu Hung-lam (Zhu Honglin)

Abstract

Tang Boyuan (1541-1598)from Chenghai, Guangdong, was a noted scholar-official in
the late Ming. His biography and words are found in the standard History of the Ming
Dynasty and in Huang Zongxi’s Mingru xue'an, the indispensable source book for Ming
Confiician thought and intellectual history, Tang became famous largely because of his
opposition to the court’s canonization of Wang Yangming and his promotion and presentation
to the court of the Stone-stele Great Learning, a version of the Great Learning that was later
proven to be a fergery by late Ming hands. This paper explores the implications of these two
events in the context of late Ming intellectual history and reveals the following trends that
were prevalent in late Ming times. There was no paramount or dominating school in
scholarship in the late Ming, and imperial authority seldom interfered with intellectual
pursuits, Different schools of thought and doctrines were still competing for official
recognition and orthodox status, but discrepancies between people’s words and actions
increasingly became a major concern of serious-minded scholars. Amidst competing
approaches to learning represented by Zhu Xi’s doctrine of “maintaining reverence and
investigating principles” and Wang Yangming’s doctrine of “extending innate knowledge,”
the idea of “cultivating the person,” which was advocated in the Great Learning, gained
ascendancy to become a new focus in philosophical discussions. In the process, growing
numbers of scholars began to see classical texts themselves, rather than exegeses of the
classics, as crucially important for understanding the sages. The Stone-stele Great Learning
became a much cherished text as it prominently highlighted the importance of personal
cultivation in the program of learning offered by the Grear Learning. This case study shows
(among other things) that Tang Boyuan's advocacy of understanding classical text by
drawing on internal textual evidence (rather than by relying on exegetical commentaries)



