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PolyU honoured for
contributions to Beijing Olympics

BEAMEZFKRREE |

he Beijing Olympics, a focus of global
Tattention, had drawn to a successful
close with the Chinese mainland winning
the most Gold Medals of 51 at the Games.
While the years’ of hard work of the national
athletes have come to fruition, PolyU, a
designated partner of the Chinese Olympic
Committee, is excited to know that its behind-
the-scene assistance has played a part in the
athletes’ winning of the Gold Medals, and is
commended by the state authorities.

The University has received a collection
of thank-you messages from the Chinese
sports authorities and Chinese Olympians,
including a letter from Mr Yan Siduo, Director
of the National Sports Training Centre
(NSTC); appreciation notes from the Chinese
badminton, tennis, track and field, and
women’s volleyball squads; and an Olympic
flag autographed by all of the members of
the gymnastics squad.

They represent the recognition of the
professional assistance and services
provided by PolyU experts—in a broad range
of disciplines such as physiotherapy, sports
therapy, rehabilitation, optometry, health
technology and nursing—sent forth to help

Chinese athletes prepare for the Games. In

particular, Dr Bob Chen, Assistant Professor
of the Faculty of Health and Social Sciences
(FHSS), was commended for leading to “a
revolutionary change in sports training and
rehabilitation.” Dr Chen had led a team of
four FHSS physiotherapists to station in
Beijing since as early as 2005 to provide
sports conditioning, training and treatment
to Chinese elite athletes.

PolyU was also selected by the
Chinese state authorities as the world’s
only university providing volunteers for the
delivery of rehabilitation-related services for
the Olympics.

President Prof. Poon Chung-kwong
remarked, “The University is proud to have
been selected as a strategic partner for
the Beijing Olympics. Our collaboration
with the national sports authorities is a due
recognition of PolyU’s contribution in the
area of sports health. Thanks also go to the
Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust for
its generous funding for the establishment
of a sports medicine and health sciences
centre, which provides support for services
to the athletes.”
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President Prof. Poon (fourth
from left); Prof. George Woo,
Dean of FHSS; Dr Bob Chen
(third and fourth from right)
and PolyU experts show an
Olympic flag autographed by
all members of the Chinese
gymnastics team.
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This pictorial report shows the many happy and memorable moments of PolyU experts
and the national athletes-through the training and sharing the honour of the Games.
O000000000000000000O00000000000000OO0OO0

In 2005, PolyU was first designated as a partner by the Gymnastics Management Centre of NSTC. In early 2007, to show its appreciation
of PolyU experts’ dedicated efforts in helping the gymnasts, the Centre gave Prof. Poon a souvenir, which was a computer-aided photo
showing that both the men’s and women’s teams grabbed the Olympic Golds. At last, they won a total of nine Gold
Medals in artistic gymnastics, including the Men’s Team Gold and Women’s Team Gold. It's a picture come true!
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A Mr Yang Wei (centre), winning the Men’s
Individual All-Around Gold Medal, shares his
Jjoy with physiotherapists Mr Damon Mok (right)
and Mr Alvin Wong.
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A Mr Li Xiaopeng, who suffered from leg
injury, has openly thanked Dr Bob Chen for
his effective rehabilitation treatment after
winning the Men’s Parallel Bars Gold Medal.
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A Miss Zhang Ning, Badminton Women’s Singles Gold Medalist, thanks PolyU
and Dr Bob Chen for providing tailored rehab services to cure her knee injuries.
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» Led by Assistant Professor Dr Amy Fu, pr
a team of 15 volunteers from the Department
_ of Rehabilitation Sciences (RS) was appointed
to stay in Beijing’s Olympic Village to offer
physiotherapy services to athletes. Soothed
from her waist pain with the assistance of

1 Dr Fu, Miss Tong Wen won the Gold Medalist
in the Women’s Judo (+78 kg).
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< PolyU physiotherapist is flanked by

Miss Deng Linlin (left) and Miss Jiang

Yuyuan (right).
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4 Women’s Judo (-52 kg) Gold Medalist Ms Xian Dongmei was China’s first mother Olympian.
LZFFEO2ATR)BERRGRPEE B IFRNEESEEE -

A Dr Ella Yeung of RS and the Chinese
women’s hockey team, who has made a
breakthrough by clinching an Olympic Silver.
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Over 60 volunteers comprising staff,
students and alumni of RS were sent
forth to provide professional services in
sports therapy for international athletes
in the host cities of Beijing, Qingdao
and Hong Kong. Among them were
staff members Dr Ella Yeung,

Dr Simon Yeung and Mr Horace Wong.
The School of Optometry also sent forth
experts to provide a full range of eye care
and sports vision services to athletes.
The volunteers show off the souvenirs
collected during the Olympics, including
those precious items given to them by the
athletes as tokens of appreciation.
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During his visit io -the Beijing Olympic Village, Prof. Poon pictdres with Mr Yan of NSTC
(fourth from left), athletes and volunteers from the University.
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PolyU takes pride in receiving the
letters of appreciation from many of the
Chinese national sports teams, and

the special awards presented by the
state authorities in recognition of the
University’s contributions to the Beijing
Olympics, at the Honouring Ceremony
held at the Great Hall of the People in
Beijing on 6 October.
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