Communication Strategies in Research Contexts in English

Course aims

1. To raise your awareness of the role and status of the research student in relation to different audiences and purposes

2. To improve your ability to analyse and apply generic structures and linguistic features in research writing 

3. To improve your ability to present and defend research processes and outcomes orally 

Teaching / learning schedule

	Week
	Study areas
	Application tasks*

	1
	Orientation
Introduction to the course, its aims and application tasks; socialisation; the purpose, audience and style of academic writing; differences between research articles and theses/dissertations


	

	2-3
	Introducing a research project
‘Moves’ in introductory sections: the CARS model

	A section from an introduction

	4-6
	Reviewing the literature
Structure and purpose; using sources; summarising and paraphrasing; tone and style

	A review/critique of key studies

 

	7
	Describing research methods
Cohesion; citing standard methods / procedures; grammar; vocabulary


	

	8
	Presenting findings
Organising results; describing and interpreting data in tables, charts, etc.

	A description and interpretation of data

	9

	Discussing findings
Structure of discussion sections; relating findings to the literature review; hedging

	

	10


	Drawing conclusions

Summarising and evaluating the study; discussing limitations; making recommendations
 
	

	11-14


	Reporting and defending research orally
Structuring and delivering oral presentations individually
	Progress report on project (10-15 minutes)


* The application tasks should be based on your own research project.
