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Subject Code CHC2CN13P

Subject Title Chinese Folk and Popular Stories
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Credit Value 3

Level 2

Pre-requisite/
Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Exclusion subjects: CC2C13, CC2C13P, CC2CNI13P and CC222

Objectives

Folk and popular stories trace the outcomes of human actions and
desires, drawing on richly varied beliefs. This subject surveys myths and
legends from as early as the 1% millennium BCE and folk tales, regional
lore, and printed popular stories through the 18th™ century. The subject
will introduce various theories about the development of the popular story
from histories, drama, ritual, and storytelling; it defines the storyteller’s
voice that typifies folk and popular stories; and describes the broad types
of stories. The subject will explore beliefs and notions of causality
associated with Confucian, Buddhist, and Daoist religious precepts as
well as geomancy, traditional medicine, and fortunetelling. Students can
thereby come to appreciate how patterns such as karmic retribution, fate,
and bonds of kin and friendship underlie each story. It considers the close
interaction of folk or “oral” and printed literatures in China. It asks how
and why “common” story traditions that are shared by the most highly
literate elite class and common folk emerged in China, as distinct from
Europe and other cultures. The subject documents the ways in which folk
and popular stories forged a unity of popular culture, while paying due
attention to the cultural, social, and historical conditions in which
traditional storytelling and popular publishing took shape.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 1)

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

(a) Comprehend the themes, language, and styles shared by popular
printed stories and oral folk storytelling, as well as the features that
distinguish them;

(b) describe the interplay between folk beliefs and orthodox belief
systems associated with Confucianism, Buddhism, and Daoism;
(c) chart the development of the popular story from sources in oral
storytelling, myths and legends, drama, ritual, and the classical tale;
(d) recognize the variety of world views and values represented in
stories and, while noting realistic elements, trace how storytelling
shapes and standardizes cultural values and norms.




(e) read the texts of original stories with attention to theme,
language, structure, discuss the modes of causation and world
views.

(f) build skills in reading, reflection, and writing. Students who
complete the Chinese-language subject will be able to fulfill
Chinese Reading and Writing Requirements (CR, CW). CC will be
responsible for tutorials and monitor CR, CW skills and tasks.

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

(Note 2)
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Teaching/Learning
Methodology

(Note 3)

Lectures and tutorials will introduce the material in its social and
historical context. Students will be required to write responses to
the readings, demonstrate their understanding of key concepts and
CR literary themes and structure, thus fulfilling CR and CW and
d, e. A final paper (2000- 3000 words) on topic chosen in
consultation with the instructor will synthesize learning outcomes
a,b,c,d e f




Assessment Methods

in Alignment with Specific assessment % Intended subject learning
Intended Learning methods/tasks weighting | outcomes to be assessed (Please
Outcomes tick as appropriate)
(Note 4) a | b | c | d] e f
1. Oral 20% Y v oY
Presentation CR CR
2. Midterm quiz | 20% A R Y
3. Final Paper 40% NN NN YA
Cw
4. Final quiz 20% NN N Y
Total 100 %
Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in
assessing the intended learning outcomes:
For the fulfillment of CR, students must demonstrate understanding
of the assigned readings (CR) in quizzes and classroom discussion
Student Study Effort | Class contact:
Expected
=  Lecture 26 Hrs.
= Tutorials 13Hrs.
Other student study effort:
» Reading 40 Hrs.
=  Writing; Prepare Questions on Assigned 38 His.
Texts
= Story Collecting, Interview Storyteller,
4 Hrs.
Photos
Total student study effort 121 Hrs.
Reading List and 1. Barend J. ter Haar, Telling Stories: Witchcraft and
References Scapegoating in Chinese History, Brill, 2006, pp.

1-27.
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Note 1: Intended Learning Outcomes
Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon subject completion.
Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.

Note 2: Subject Synopsis/Indicative Syllabus
The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time, overcrowding of the
syllabus should be avoided.

Note 3: Teaching/Learning Methodology
This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate
learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.

Note 4: Assessment Method

This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which of
the subject intended learning outcomes that each method is intended to assess. It should also provide a brief
explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes.
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