
 

Subject Code FH6000 

Subject Title Trends in Applied Language Sciences 

Credit Value 3 

Level 6 

Pre-requisite /     
Co-requisite/ 
Exclusion 

N/A 

Objectives 
 

This subject aims to introduce recent advances in applied 
language sciences and challenges and opportunities faced by 
today’s researchers. It familiarizes students with the theories, 
research, and practice of major areas of research and prepares 
students for further research in an interested area for their doctoral 
theses.  

Intended Learning 
Outcomes 
 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 
(a) Articulate major themes in applied language sciences 
(b) Analyse the relationship between recent developments in 

applied language sciences and changes in society 
(c) Examine how new technology and data sources   

contribute to the advancement in applied language 
sciences 

(d) Design an application or research proposal that integrates 
knowledge and/or methods from at least two 
language-related disciplines 

(e) Analyse problems with independent learning and critical 
thinking skills 

(f) Collaborate with others in research. 

Subject Synopsis/ 
Indicative 
Syllabus 
 

•  Profound changes in contemporary society  
- Advancement in neuroscience research  
- Development of WWW 
- Emergence and proliferation of artificial intelligence  
- Increased cultural diversity and globalization   
- Wide use of multi-media  
-   

•  New problems for language sciences 
- How does language develop in the new digital era? 
- How do people communicate in multi-cultural contexts? 
- How can we make language teaching and learning more 

efficient and effective? 
- How can we facilitate human translation and 



 

interpreting? 
- Can we build computer software to imitate the human 

ability to understand and produce speech? 
- What are the affordances of generative AI and how can 

we take advantage of them? 

•  New language data 
- Large-scale corpora (spoken or written) 
- Data from social media 

•  New methodology/tools 
- Computer-mediated language learning and teaching 
- Corpus analyses 
- Computational models 
- Generative AI 
- Open science 
- Psycholinguistic and neurolinguistic methods 
- Sociolinguistic and semiotic approaches 

•  Conclusion 
- Towards interdisciplinary advances and endeavours in 

applied language sciences 

Teaching/Learning 
Methodology  
 

The subject will be divided into lectures and tutorials. While the 
lectures will cover major themes in the broadest form including 
concepts, facts and arguments, the tutorials will be conductedin 
the form of guided group discussions to cultivate students’ critical 
thinking skills and create peer learning opportunities    

Assessment 
Methods in 
Alignment with 
Intended Learning 
Outcomes 
 

 

Specific 
assessment 
methods/tasks  

% 
weighting 

Intended subject learning 
outcomes to be assessed (Please 
tick as appropriate) 

a b c d e f 

Review paper 50%       

Research 
Proposal 

50%       

Total  100 %  
 

Student Study 
Effort Required  
 

Class contact: Student Study 
Effort Required  

 Lecture 26 Hrs. 

 Tutorial/Lab 13 Hrs. 



 

Other student study effort:  

 Readings & discussion 30 Hrs. 

 Assignments  60 Hrs 

Total student study effort  129Hrs. 
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