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Objectives

This subject aims to develop in students a sophisticated
understanding of discourse analysis through the introduction of a
comprehensive range of key concepts, theories and methods. In
addition, it equips students with the advanced knowledge and
techniques to analyse discourse in a range of academic and
professional contexts. Further, it engages students in the critical
and multi-faceted analysis of discourse in contemporary society
by applying the knowledge and techniques learned.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 1)

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

a) articulate and explain some key concepts in the analysis of
discourse;

b) identify, explain and contrast the characteristics of different
modes of discourse;

¢) analyse discourses using appropriate concepts, theories and
methods;

d) compare different discourses using appropriate concepts,
theories or methods;

e) assess the practicality of the concepts, theories and methods
used in discourse analysis;

f) apply the concepts, theories or methods of discourse analysis
to academic and professional contexts in contemporary
society.

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

(Note 2)

¢ Introduction to discourse and discourse analysis
e Cohesion and coherence

e Context

e Genre and register

e Variation across discourses

e Analysing written discourse

¢ Analysing spoken discourse

¢ Going beyond language in discourse analysis

Teaching/Learning
Methodology

(Note 3)

Concepts, theories, and methods are explained and demonstrated
in the lectures, illustrated by illustrative examples, research
findings and/or case studies. Interactive activities are conducted in
class and online to enable students to develop insights into the
concepts, theories and methods used in discourse analysis.
Students are encouraged to share discourses from their own
professional contexts and to critically analyse them with their




fellow students by applying the concepts, theories and methods
learnt.

Assessment Methods
in Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 4)

Specific assessment % Intended subject learning
methods/tasks weighting | outcomes to be assessed (Please
tick as appropriate)

a b c d e f

1. Oral presentation | 40% v | vV |V

AN

2. Paper 40% vV |V

<

3. Participation 20% VIV vVv |V |V

Total 100 %

The subject is assessed entirely through coursework. The two
assessment tasks 1 and 2 require students to demonstrate their
knowledge and analytical skills in different modes, and their
achievement of the subject’s intended learning outcomes. These
two tasks typically focus on written and spoken discourse
respectively and require students to select the appropriate
concepts, theories and/or methods in their analysis. Students are
assessed in terms of both subject knowledge and generic academic
as well as presentation skills.

For assessment task 3, students are expected to actively participate
in in-class and online activities and discussions.

Student Study Effort
Expected

Class contact:

= [Interactive lectures 39 Hrs.

Other student study effort:

= Reading, discussion and writing 78 Hrs.

Total student study effort 117 Hrs.
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