
  

Subject Code FH6901 

Subject Title Advanced Academic English Literacy: Reading and Writing 

Credit Value Non-credit bearing 

Level 6 

Pre-requisite/      
Co-requisite/ 
Exclusion 

 No pre-requisite 

Objectives 

 

This subject aims to support doctoral students’ advanced academic 
literacy with a focus on reading and writing. The subject is 
specifically designed for doctoral students in applied language 
sciences and aims to enhance students’ understanding of and 
approaches to reading and writing effectively at the doctoral level. 

Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 
Category A: Professional/academic knowledge and skills  
a. read and take notes more effectively; 
b. express ideas and arguments in writing using an appropriate 

register for academic contexts; 
c. acknowledge, synthesise, and incorporate sources to support a 

written argument; 
d. understand the overall structure, coherence, and logico-

semantical development and cohesion of an academic thesis; 
and 

e. identify, analyse, and use the appropriate register and 
argumentative and persuasive language found in EAP texts. 

 
By participating in the subject, students will also: 
 
 
Category B: Attributes for all-roundedness  
f. develop analytical reasoning, critical thinking, and problem-

solving skills and a sense of belonging to the academic discourse 
community via:  
●    analytical reasoning: thinking in a logical manner and 

supporting ideas with well-reasoned arguments and 
evidence; 

●    critical thinking: evaluating information and evidence 
critically, being able to recognise flaws or inconsistencies in 
an argument; and 

●    problem solving: understanding the problem, exploring 
plausible answers, and selecting the most appropriate 
decision/solution. 



  

Subject Synopsis/ 
Indicative Syllabus 

(Note 2)  

Session 1 
Introduction to academic writing: Focus on register 
The structure of an academic DALS thesis and a general research 

paper 
Writing the Introduction 
 
Session 2 
Writing the Literature Review: Focus on patterns of argumentation  
Synthesising references. 
The organisation of the literature review  
Patterns of argumentation: cause and effect, discussion-evaluation, 

problem-solution, persuasive resources in academic writing, 
etc.  

Using sources: summarising and synthesising information 
Citation of sources 
 
Session 3 
Writing the Methodology section: Focus on coherence at the 

macro and paragraph level  
Lexico-grammatical patterns and choices in academic texts 
 
Session 4 
Writing the Results section: Focus on cohesion 
Theme and Rheme cohesion in academic writing 
Improving the flow of information in an academic thesis 
 
Session 5 
Writing the Discussion and Conclusions: Focus on nominal and 

verbal groups 
Drawing ideas together in the Conclusion 
Understanding and using persuasive arguments in academic 

English 
 

Teaching/Learning 
Methodology  

(Note 3) 

The teaching and learning approach will be task-based, student-
centred, interactive, and reflective. Students will learn how to 
become competent writers. This subject requires critical and 
creative thinking, problem-solving, and attention to detail.  
 

Assessment 
Methods in 
Alignment with 
Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

(Note 4) 

 

Specific 
assessment 
methods/tasks  

% 
weighting 

Intended subject learning 
outcomes to be assessed (Please 
tick as appropriate) 

a b c d e f 

1. Literature 
Review 

100% ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Total  100 %  



  

The assessment directly reflects academic writing and will be a 
valuable skill that can be applied to many assignments and written 
tasks beyond this subject. Though the subject is non-credit-bearing, 
all students are nonetheless expected to complete the assignment. 

Student Study 
Effort Expected 
 

Class contact:  

 Seminar 15Hrs. 

Other student study effort:  

 Read, prepare and draft a literature review. 30Hrs. 

 Review websites and resources that support 
EAP. 15Hrs. 

Total student study effort  60Hrs. 
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