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Hong Kong’s First-Ever Courses
In Veterinary Nursing
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Health care education in Hong Kong has long focused on human care. However, as more and more of
the city’s residents own pets, and its society as a whole has become more aware of the need to respect
animals and improve their welfare, there is a growing demand for trained manpower in veterinary nursing.
The Faculty of Health and Social Sciences (FHSS) of The Hong Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU) has
taken the first step with the Royal Veterinary College (RVC) of the University of London to address the
shortage of professional veterinary nursing personnel in Hong Kong. They will jointly offer Hong Kong’s first-
ever recognised courses in Veterinary Nursing, with a one-year Foundation Studies Course in Veterinary
Nursing to be launched this September and a four-year Bachelor of Science (Honours) degree programme

in Veterinary Nursing next year.
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Prof. Quintin McKellar, Principal of RVC, signed
a Memorandum of Understanding with PolyU’s
President, Prof. Poon Chung-kwong, at a signing
ceremony in PolyU’s Logo Square on 28 February,
with Prof. Thomas K.S. Wong, Dean of FHSS,
and Prof. Colin Howard, Vice-Principal of RVC, as
witnesses.

Special guests at the ceremony included Animals
Asia’s animal therapy and educational ambassadors
Doctor Dog and Professor Paws, and Hong
Kong’s Police Dog Unit whose handlers and
dogs gave impressive demonstrations of their
mutual understanding and discipline, as well
as their teamwork in apprehending a suspect.
Schoolchildren from Po Leung Kuk Li Tsui Chung
Sing Memorial Kindergarten gave an enthusiastic
dance performance dressed as happy penguins
playing in a snowfield. Afterwards, over a hundred
people joined the information seminar conducted by
PolyU and RVC about veterinary nursing and their
new courses.

The bachelor’'s degree programme will bring about
an improvement and standardisation in the quality
and provision of veterinary care in Hong Kong.
The programme will acquaint Hong Kong with the
concept of professional veterinary nursing, which
in other countries is a registered profession, as well
as address the shortage of professional veterinary
nurses in Hong Kong.

The Foundation Studies Course targets animal lovers
and those already working in relevant industries who
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For more information about the Foundation Studies Course, please visit

http://www.polyu.edu.hk/fhss
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wish to undergo an introduction to veterinary nursing.
The course will be led by academics of RVC in Hong
Kong in collaboration with and support from FHSS.
The subject-based, part-time course will consist of
classroom learning as well as practicum in order to
familiarise and equip students with the basic health
and hygiene knowledge and skills required in the
veterinary nursing field.

The bachelor’s degree programme will be offered

on a mixed-mode study basis to allow maximum
scheduling flexibility for working professionals, and
teaching will be conducted by RVC and PolyU staff
in Hong Kong. Students who have completed the
Foundation Studies Course and subsequently enrol
in the degree programme may transfer their credits
and hence may complete their degree study in less
than four years.
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FHSS and RVC will also actively engage in academic
exchange events such as seminars, workshops and
visits, with the long-term goal of developing different
levels of academic programmes in veterinary nursing.
They will also create reciprocal student exchange
programmes for their students to enable them to
gain a better understanding of the different veterinary
clinical practices and related research in Hong Kong
and the United Kingdom.
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Strengthen Professmnal Advantages Practice the Spirit of Caring
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In a conversation with friends recently, | was stunned
to realise how quickly time has flown since | joined The
Hong Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU) — more than
20 years ago! (Albeit with a short absence of six years.) |
shall always consider PolyU my second home.

When | joined in 1987, PolyU was still The Hong Kong
Polytechnic. There were only four professors, including
me, in the whole of the campus in 1988! The Faculty of
Health and Social Sciences (FHSS), or the Division of
Health and Social Studies as it was back then, offered
mostly professional diploma programmes. Since that
time, most of our programmes have evolved to become
highly respected degree programmes, which in turn
have led to the rising reputation of FHSS both locally
and internationally. The fact that FHSS is helping sports
superpower China prepare for the 2008 Beijing Olympics
is a welcome indication of how far we've come over the
past two decades.

| was the Dean of FHSS from 1997 to 2004. Apart from
initiating reforms and expansions of FHSS’s structure
and programmes, we have also encouraged our staff
and students to participate in projects in the community
as a way of giving back to society as well as giving our
students a chance to solve real-life problems and enlarge

their professional horizons through greater awareness of
and involvement in public health and social care issues.
FHSS, its departments and schools have, for example,
forged formal links with key hospitals around Hong
Kong, such as Princess Margaret Hospital; founded the
PolyVision Primary Eye Care Consortium to promote
primary eye care and standards in the community; and
provided funding for the development of the novel, award-
winning Telehealth System.

Most of all, through our programmes and projects,
we hope to instil into our students the virtues of
professionalism and caring for others, and a sense of
responsibility and a ‘can-do’ attitude.

We aim to use our professional knowledge and skills to
raise awareness and standards of public health and social
care. For example, this Easter, FHSS co-organised a
public health education campaign in Hong Kong on the
prevention of influenza infection. We wanted to address
the current influenza outbreak in the city (which at the time
was suspected of having played some part in the deaths
of a few schoolchildren who had flu-like symptoms) by
promoting simple hygiene techniques and healthy lifestyle
habits to the general public, especially to residents of
the areas where there were worrying reports of large
numbers of schoolchildren coming down with influenza.
Several days earlier, the government had made a sudden
precautionary decision to suspend all kindergarten and
primary school classes early for the Easter holidays.
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The scenario was reminiscent of another outbreak of
a then unknown infectious disease in Hong Kong. It
was 2003, and it was SARS (severe acute respiratory
syndrome). During that period of uncertainty, all school
classes were suspended. Many people opted to stay
or work at home or even leave Hong Kong altogether
to avoid being potentially infected with this mysterious,
often fatal disease. However, many health care workers,
including our academic and clinical staff, volunteered their
time and expertise to help in the city’s hospitals and to
be go-betweens between the SARS patients and their
families. Moreover, many of our students were also eager
to help. Among them were 50 Nursing students who had
sought and received written consent from their parents to
assist in the hospitals’ intensive care units. Although the
Hospital Authority turned down their requests on grounds
of their safety (they eventually helped in other ways), we
were so touched by their selfless willingness to care for
patients with a highly dangerous disease with no apparent
cure.

This clearly illustrates the point that no matter how FHSS
will change in the future, | believe that nurturing a sense
of responsibility and a spirit of caring must be our ultimate
goal, because only selfless, caring staff and students
possess the drive, energy and compassion to move
health and social care forward.

| am proud of you all.
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Department of Applied Social Sciences:
Care, Justice and Community Services
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Interview with Prof. Howard Cheng,
Associate Head of APSS

The Department of Applied Social Sciences (APSS)
of the Faculty of Health and Social Sciences (FHSS)
at The Hong Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU) is
one of the largest, authoritative and vibrant learning
centres in the Asia-Pacific region for applied social
sciences and the training of professional social and
human services personnel. Most of its graduates
work as social workers, social policy and welfare
administrators, psychologists and counsellors.

Many of APSS’s programmes are in the discipline of
social work. Prof. Howard Cheng, Associate Head of
APSS, said that the core value of social work is caring
for others and helping to build a harmonious society.
In Hong Kong and many developed countries around
the world, social work is a registered profession.
It has become a profession with many demanding
facets and calls for a multidisciplinary approach in
order to meet the varying challenges of a modern,
dynamic society such as Hong Kong’s. Social
workers need to cooperate with other professionals
in other sectors if they are to help people in need and
solve personal and social problems successfully. “You
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should know who you are, and be willing to help
and communicate with others in every aspect of life.
These are the basic requirements for being a social
worker,” Prof. Cheng said.

Social work is a people-centred profession. APSS
emphasises the discovery and application of
indigenous knowledge to inform social policies so
that they are appropriate for a particular society by
taking into account its socio-cultural context. APSS
has six research centres and units dealing with social
policy, health and social welfare, the third sector,
children with specific learning disabilities, professional
social work practice, and social work and welfare
theory and practice development in mainland China.
APSS is a consultative and collaborative partner of
many social work training institutions in China and
abroad to help develop China’s informal social work
scene around a registered system of professional
social workers. “The social work field has just
started in China. There’s a huge demand for both
professional social work educators and professional
social workers there. So among our initiatives is
our Master of Social Work (China) programme with
Peking University that aims to train the trainers. They
will in turn be able to educate others who want to be
competent, professional social workers.”

APSS celebrates its 35th anniversary this year. It wil
also launch its new Doctor of Social Work programme
this year. The practice-based doctoral programme
aims to develop advanced professional competence
and reflective practice and applied research
capacities of senior social work practitioners, social
work educators, human services managers, and
action researchers in the changing contexts of
social work.
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Fight Against
Influenza
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“We Fight Against Influenza” Campaign
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In view of the current outbreak of influenza in Hong
Kong and the recent deaths of schoolchildren
with flu-like symptoms (who were subsequently
diagnosed as having pre-existing medical conditions)
as well as to timely promote public awareness of
how to prevent influenza infection, PolyU's the World
Health Organization (WHO) Collaborating Centre
for Community Health Services based at FHSS,
Hong Kong’s Hospital Authority, the New Territories
West Cluster of hospitals, and The Hong Kong
Paediatric Foundation (HKPF) jointly organised a
public education campaign titled “We Fight Against
Influenza” over the Easter weekend in Tuen Mun (on
23-24 March), Yuen Long (on 24-25 March), and Tin
Shui Wai (on 25 March).

&por s instructor Mr. Lui Ln yee demonstrated the Ba Duan Jin exercise with Mr. Anthony
Wu Ting-yuk, Mr. Roy Chung, Prof. Thomas K.S. Wong and PolyU students

The campaign’s kick-off ceremony was held in Tuen
Mun Town Plaza on 23 March. Prof. Samantha
Pang, Head of the WHO Collaborating Centre for
Community Health Services, Mr. Anthony Wu,
Chairman of the Hospital Authority, Mr. Roy Chung,
Chairman of the Executive Committee of HKPF, Ms.
Betty Au, Cluster General Manager (Nursing) of the
New Territories West Cluster, and Prof. Thomas K.S.
Wong, Dean of FHSS, shared their tips with visitors
on how to prevent influenza infection, including the
proper technique to wash hands, hygiene tips for
visiting hospitals, and eating a healthy diet to improve
one’s resistance to influenza infection. The campaign
aimed to promote the importance and benefits of
preventive care to the public, in that everyone can
play a simple yet large part in reducing their chances
of getting infected by maintaining good health, a
good diet, and good hygiene.
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Prof. Samantha Pang,

Head of PolyU WHO
Collaborating Centre for
Community Health Services
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The campaign in Tuen Mun included talks about influenza by Dr. Lilian Wong, Dr. C.H. Yeung, and Dr. Cheng
Man-yung from HKPF. Registered traditional Chinese medicine practitioners Mr. Wong Hon-fat and Ms. Rose
Chan spoke about fighting influenza from the perspective of traditional Chinese medicine principles. Sports
instructor Mr. Lui Lai-yee demonstrated the Ba Duan Jin exercise with Mr. Wu, Mr. Chung, Prof. Wong, and
students from PolyU. The campaign also featured information panels on how to prevent influenza infection, as
well as kiosks providing health assessments given by FHSS staff and anti-influenza kits handed out by FHSS
students. Each kit contained a leaflet outlining anti-influenza measures, adult’s and children’s disposable
surgical masks, and a vitamin-rich kiwi fruit. During each health assessment, teachers and students from
FHSS also explained relevant issues surrounding influenza to the individual participant.
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Similar activities were organised in Yuen Long Plaza on 24 and 25 March. Talks about influenza were given by
Dr. Albert Kong, Dr. William Wong, Dr. Yu Chak-man, and registered traditional Chinese medicine practitioner
Mr. Wong Hon-fat.
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The campaign also made a stop at Tin Shui Community Hall in Tin Shui Wai on 25 March, with the kind help
and support of Mr. Chow Wing-kan, a member of Yuen Long District Council. A talk on influenza was given
by Dr. Kong.
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The enthusiasm that the campaign met from residents of all the visited towns during the holiday weekend was indicative of the public’s desire to learn more about how to
protect themselves against influenza infection in the current influenza season, especially in the face of the recent scare arising from the schoolchildren’s deaths.
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The 17th International Play Association
World Conference 2008
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The 17th International Play Association (IPA) World Conference 2008 was organised by Playright Children’s
Play Association and co-organised by FHSS and ran from 8-11 January 2008 at PolyU. Over 500 delegates
from around the world attended the conference. As a

prelude, FHSS and Po Leung Kuk had jointly
organised the “Create+Play” Games and Toys
Design Competition in the latter months of
2007, which invited schoolchildren in
Hong Kong to design and make their

ideal game or toy. The winning teams

were invited to attend the opening |
ceremony of the conference, and I
their work was showcased at an fﬂ

exhibition at the conference.
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“Create+Play” Games and Toys
Design Competition

The competition asked teams from primary and
secondary schools in Hong Kong to design
and make their ideal game or toy. Over 300
schoolchildren from 30 schools took part in the
two-day final held in December last year. Many of
their designs were sophisticated, and incorporated
physics and mathematical concepts. Some even
came up with new spins on old, familiar games.
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Opening ceremony of
17th IPA World Conference 2008

The conference, titled “Play in a Changing World,”
was structured around the themes of children’s right
to play, and the relationship between playing and
changing environments, play and changing lifestyles,
and play and modernisation. The opening ceremony
was held on 8 January at PolyU, with Mrs. Carrie
Lam, Hong Kong’s Secretary for Development; the
Hon. Mr. Bernard Chan, Chairperson of The Hong
Kong Council of Social Service; Prof. Tom Jambor,
Vice President of International Play Association; Dr.
Chow Chun-bong, Chairperson of Playright; and
Prof. Thomas K.S. Wong, Dean of FHSS of PolyU,
as officiating guests. An awards presentation was
also held at the ceremony for the winners of the
“Create+Play” Games and Toys Design Competition.
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“Playday”

A fun-filled “Playday” based on multicultural play
was staged as part of the conference and saw
more than 1,000 children taking part. It featured a
Play Zone divided into the world’s seven continents,
showcasing play activities from each specific
continent. Children from seven local kindergartens
and primary schools also participated in a record-
breaking activity called “Play Around the World.”
Taxus boards created by 300 primary schoolchildren
to characterise the seven continents were mounted
onto a giant globe to create an impressive world of
play, literally.
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In order to broaden the outlook and improve the language skills of FHSS students, we
encourages cultural exchanges with organisations around the world. We also actively
participate in education expos overseas to introduce FHSS and its programmes.
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Star Education Fair 2008,
Malaysia

FHSS visited the National University of Malaysia
(Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, or UKM) in Kuala
Lumpur in September 2007 to explore possibilities
for academic and research collaboration. During the
visit, we were deeply impressed by UKM students’
remarkable language skills and study attitudes.
Encouraged by the quality of students in Malaysia,
FHSS exhibited at the Star Education Fair 2008
in Kuala Lumpur on 12-18 January and our booth
attracted many schoolchildren, parents, teachers,
and other visitors. FHSS also hosted a cocktail
reception-cum-education seminar, in which Dr. Yap
Sin-Tian, Chairman of the United Chinese School
Committees Association of Malaysia, was our guest
of honour, and representatives from over 10 Chinese
Malaysian schools attended.

13th China International
Education Exhibition Tour,
Guangzhou

PolyU, FHSS and its constituent departments and
schools have links with many mainland Chinese
institutions, and we are looking to expand our
presence in mainland China. Several faculties,
departments and schools from PolyU took part in
the 13th China International Education Exhibition
Tour in Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou. FHSS
participated in the Guangzhou exhibition on 15-16
March to promote the faculty and its departments
and schools. Eight student delegates from various
disciplines within FHSS answered visitors’ questions.
They and staff from FHSS were also interviewed by
local newspapers and radio stations on education in
Hong Kong.
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PolyU-Henry G. Leong Mobile Integrative Health Centre
Promoting Elderly Health
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PolyU has received a generous
donation of HK$8.2 million
from philanthropist Mr. Edwin
S.H. Leong to establish the
PolyU-Henry G. Leong Mobile
Integrative Health Centre to
provide free health screening
and monitoring services in the
community to needy elderly
around Hong Kong. The
Centre was inaugurated on 18
December 2007 at PolyU.

The Centre, established in memory of Mr. Leong’s
late father, Mr. Henry G. Leong, is housed in a vehicle
that will visit selected districts with relatively large
populations of needy elderly.

The Centre is staffed by various health care
professionals such as Advanced Practice Nurses,
nutritionists, and traditional Chinese medicine
practitioners, and is equipped with advanced health-
check equipment such as heart rate variability
meters, computer and virtual-reality simulation games
for testing and training basic cognitive functions
and eye-hand coordination, Bodyblade exercise
equipment, a foot massage path, and a wheelchair
platform lift. The Centre also incorporates the award-
winning Telehealth System that was developed by
the predecessor of the Centre for Integrative Digital
Health of the School of Nursing, FHSS, to create
lifelong electronic medical records and family-based
health profiles within a central database. Information
from the database can be analysed anonymously
to help map out the health profile of Hong Kong’s
general population, which can be used to optimise
health care training and services to better meet Hong
Kong’s needs.

PR

Faculty News

The Centre’s health-check and monitoring services
include physical health checks, general health
assessment, pain assessment, happiness test,
and others. A referral service will also be available
when necessary. In addition, the Centre will provide
professional advice to the aged on healthy eating
and exercise, and arrange training and educational
activities to enhance their knowledge of health and
well-being.

At the inauguration ceremony, Mr. Edwin Leong said,
“I am certain that this Centre, by visiting different
areas, in particular those districts with a considerable
number of needy elderly residents, will greatly help
to spread the message of caring for the elderly and
promote the awareness of preventive health care in
the community.”
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Ms. Li Yunsheng, Painter

Ms. Li Yunsheng, aged 83, lost her mobility
at the age of five due to serious illness. But
this didn’t stop her from living her life fully and
devoting her energies to literature and painting.
She studied at the National Beiping Arts College
under the tutelage of renowned artists Mr.
Xu Beihong and Mr. Shun Chunwen. Ms. Li
emigrated to Hong Kong in 1979. Still, illness
continued to dog her. She suffers from age-
related macular degeneration of her eyes and
pain in her hands. Eventually, her hands had
become so painful that she could no longer
paint. Recently, her arms and hands have
become even less functional. She visited public
hospitals and traditional Chinese medicine
practitioners, but their treatments were ineffective
on her. She has no relatives to take care of her.
Finally, in November 2007, she decided to make
an appeal through the media for health care
professionals to volunteer to solve the problem
of her hands so that she could start painting
again and write a memoir about the latter part of
her life.

@i Health News
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Ms. Li wrote a thank-you letter to Prof. Thomas K.S. Wong,
Dean of Faculty of Health and Social Sciences

Ms. Li Yunsheng
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Faculty staff checked in detail Ms. Li's home to improve her
living standard

FHSS staff decide to help

Bringing health care into the community has long
been a goal of FHSS. To promote the concepts
of community health and helping others, FHSS
facilitates the development of community health
care services and public health education through
interdisciplinary cooperation between FHSS, its
departments and schools, and relevant partners
inside or outside PolyU. After reading newspaper
articles about Ms. Li’s plight, many faculty members
wanted to help her.

A good start to the New Year!

Academics, clinical and technical staff from
departments and schools of FHSS made a group
visit to Ms. Li's home in Hang Hau on 6 December
2007. They decided to offer her a free, detailed health
assessment, and that her home should be modified
to better accommodate her needs, including a desk
that would enable her to use a computer.

Mr. Eric Tam, Assistant Professor at the Department
of Health Technology and Informatics, arranged for a
rehabilitation bus to take Ms. Li to our campus on 20
December 2007 for the health assessment.

Dr. Kenneth Fong, Assistant Professor of Occupational
Therapy at the Department of Rehabilitation Sciences,
and some FHSS students volunteered to clean Ms.
Li’'s home on 1 February 2008. They also custom-
made a computer desk, an adjustable toilet seat,
and some equipment.

All of the staff and students were delighted that they
were able to help Ms. Li and make her Lunar New
Year the following weekend the first of a happier,
easier life.
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WORK INTEGRATED EDUCATION (WIE)

CLP Power Hong Kong Limited One-Year Internship Programme
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In order to aid the holistic development of its students into all-rounded, competent

professionals, PolyU requires that all its full-time undergraduate students undergo
a mandatory Work Integrated Education (WIE) component, which comprises work-
based learning experiences that involve the students in tackling and learning from
tasks and problems in a real workplace.

CLP Holdings Limited has been running a CLP Internship Programme for many
years with the objective of building long-term partnerships with local and
overseas tertiary institutions to identify and nurture new talent to meet CLP’s
future resource requirements. This year, CLP Power Hong Kong Limited (CLP
Power), its principal subsidiary, is joining hands with FHSS to launch a
One-Year Internship Programme especially for FHSS students.
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Representatives from CLP Power introduced the internship

programme in a briefing session on 11 March. Students

listened keenly and raised questions
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Work Integrated

Education (WIE)

The Programme

The aim of the CLP One-Year Internship Programme is
to boost CLP Power staff's overall awareness and level
of health and safety. To this end, FHSS students who
wish to apply are required to submit a comprehensive
proposal detailing how they would achieve this aim.
Outstanding proposals will be short-listed and each of
the short-listed candidates will be invited to attend an
interview to present his or her proposal to a selection
panel comprising staff from CLP Power and FHSS.
CLP Power will offer a maximum of five full-time, paid,
one-year contract internships to successful candidates,
who will be deployed to work locations assigned by
CLP Power during the internship period to implement
and execute the programme’s aim with well-defined
deliverables. To support and encourage our students
to grasp this wonderful opportunity to work at one of
Hong Kong’s most respected companies, FHSS wiill
make special academic arrangements to facilitate the
successful candidates’ participation and chance to
bring their talent into full play in the internships.

About CLP Power

CLP Power is the largest electricity company in Hong
Kong. Established in 1901 as the China Light and
Power Limited, it operates a vertically integrated
electricity generation, transmission and distribution
business and provides electricity to 2.2 million
business and domestic customers, which represents
some 80% of Hong Kong's population. CLP Power
accords the highest priority to ensuring its staff’s and
stakeholders’ health and safety and adopts "Zero
Incident" and "Zero Non-Compliance" approaches to
enhance safety levels for its staff and stakeholders.

Forthcoming Programme

Last year, FHSS and Po Leung Kuk jointly
created and ran the Elderly Mini-U Programme
2007 at PolyU, in which 154 elderly members
of the public were given a taste of university

learning over a five-day course, ably aided
by 53 student ambassadors from FHSS. The
student ambassadors actively took part in all
aspects of the programme, from administrative
coordination to escorting and helping the senior
citizen students. Feedback from the student
ambassadors and senior citizen students were
extremely positive, with many expressing a new
appreciation and better understanding of the other
generation and many new friendships were made.

Due to the success of last year’s programme, FHSS

and Po Leung Kuk will once again organise an

Elderly Mini-U Programme for this summer, and new

student ambassadors will be recruited soon for the

programme. All FHSS full-time students are eligible to
apply for this meaningful project that both benefits the
students and Hong Kong’s aged.
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FHSS is a major provider of education,
research and services in health and applied
social sciences in Hong Kong. However,
we also aim to broaden our staff’s and
students’ exposure to international practices
and standards. We believe in collaborating
with relevant parties within or outside
PolyU in projects that advance learning
and knowledge. To this end, FHSS visits
other institutions to explore opportunities
for possible partnerships as well as actively
encouraging visits by external parties to
FHSS.

In December 2007 and January 2008,
delegations from the Faculty of Nursing of
Denmark’s University College @eresund,
and the Department of Education, Science
and Technology of the Liaison Office of the
Central People’s Government in Hong Kong
SAR visited FHSS, respectively. They were
taken on a tour of some of FHSS’s state-
of-the-art clinics, including the on-campus
Optometry Clinic, Rehabilitation Clinic, and
Radiography Clinic, as well as the Integrative
Community Health Centre.
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Visits to Universities in Australia

A FHSS delegation led by Prof. Thomas K.S. Wong, Dean of FHSS, visited the University of Sydney in
Australia in early April 2008 and held a meeting with the Dean and staff of the Faculty of Health Sciences
and the Faculty of Nursing and Midwifery on possible research collaborations. The delegation also
visited the University of Technology, Sydney, and joined the opening ceremony of its WHO Collaborating
Centre for Nursing, Midwifery and Health Development.
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On 10 November 2007, FHSS, through PolyU, signed a new pact with China’s National Sports Training
Center (NSTC) to become its long-term collaborative research partner and to help China’s athletes
prepare for the 2008 Olympics. Under the pact, FHSS's School of Optometry was also designated as
an official sports vision partner of NSTC. The School has since set up a sports vision centre in Beijing,
and it also established Hong Kong’s first-ever sports vision centre at its Optometry Clinic in PolyU to
train staff and students from the School to aid in primary eye care and sports vision training for China’s
athletes in Beijing.

The pact extends PolyU’s then-existing collaboration with NSTC. With the Olympics looming, FHSS
is sending more of its health care professionals from different disciplines to help the Chinese athletes
in Beijing. In addition, FHSS and NSTC have begun exploring future collaboration plans, with four
delegates from NSTC visiting FHSS and PolyU in January 2008.
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School Visits
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FHSS encourages its faculty, departmental and school staff and students to make
formal visits to schools in Hong Kong so as to strengthen relations and communication
with the community and Hong Kong’s future generation. In March, FHSS was invited to
the Canadian International School of Hong Kong, St. Stephen’s Girls’ College, and the
Australian International School Hong Kong to introduce its profile and courses.
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During the visits, many schoolchildren seemed particularly interested in FHSS’s new
Veterinary Nursing courses (to be co-organised by the Royal Veterinary College of the
University of London), as the discipline was not available for study in Hong Kong in the
past. The talk introducing FHSS, its departments, schools and courses by Ir. Prof. Daniel
H.K. Chow, Associate Head of FHSS’s constituent Department of Health Technology and
Informatics, at St. Stephen’s Girls’ College drew an audience of more than 100 students.
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Schools visited FHSS and its clinics on 14
and 15 April 2008, respectively. They were
impressed by our innovative research and
state-of-the-art equipment.
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FHSS Summer Student Attachment Programme

Experience an unusual summer at FHSS in PolyU this year! An
exciting attachment programme is on offer to Form 6 Science stream
students in which a tailor-made programme will be specially designed
for each participant, aiming to furnish the participants with a behind-
the-scenes look at what our faculty academics, researchers and health
professionals do!

Programme details and an application form can be downloaded from
www.polyu.edu.hk/fhss. For enquires, please call FHSS 3400 3973.
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The Challenges of
Hong Kong’s Ageing Population
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The Challenges of Hong Kong’s Ageing Population

Hong Kong’s population is ageing. It is forecast that one resident out of every four will be aged 65 years or above
by 2031.

However, the phenomenon of an ageing population is not only occurring in Hong Kong. It is appearing in most
developed societies around the world. Factors driving this phenomenon seem to be that as a society becomes
more affluent and developed in terms of social infrastructure, and as its education levels rise and both sexes have
increased financial means to pursue professional and personal goals, the total fertility rate of the society falls.
Advances in medical knowledge and technology are also extending the lives of people in countries and regions
where they have easier access to such expertise and equipment.

So what about an ageing population? And why should Hong Kong be concerned?

To strengthen communication between FHSS and the general public on current health and social care issues,
you are welcome to read our argumentative articles and upload comments or articles on the related topics to
exchange your opinions with FHSS scholars and others in our new blog. We hope to hear from you soon.
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