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Abstract

Mixed methods enable a more integrated understanding of the phenomena we study. Thus, they gain in popularity
even though they are more complex to plan and execute. This presentation is based on an in-progress paper, focusing
on concurrent mixed-methods designs, which remain underrepresented in information systems research. We extend
the prevailing templates and argue that the different research strands (e.g., qualitative, quantitative, computational,
or other) that unfold in parallel need not be independent. Rather, as they run concurrently, they can interact and
inform each other through an ongoing cross-fertilization, offering the opportunity for enhanced validation and deeper
research insights. We propose a DNA helix analogy to enable and enhance the conceptualization of such
interdependent mixed-methods research. We further explain the mechanism through which the different research
strands interact in an ongoing cross-fertilization, and how interim meta-inferences may be continuously and
incrementally drawn, (re)shaping how each research strand evolves. We present a roadmap for this type of research
in the form of a flow diagram. We then draw on our research on cloud adoption to show how an interdependent
study may evolve and further validate our proposed design with interviews with junior and experienced researchers
engaged in mixed-methods research. We conclude with a set of principles to guide interdependent mixed-methods
research and present their practical implications.
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