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Background
Recent years have witnessed an expanding adoption of Building Information Modeling (BIM) in construction. BIM is neither simply a virtual representative of a real project nor a static encapsulation for project information. It provides dynamic decision-making information throughout a project lifecycle meanwhile its encapsulated information synchronises with construction practices ranging from design, execution, operation, maintenance, through to renovation. BIM is changing the traditional construction practices in a broader sense in terms of people, process, working culture, communication, business models, etc. Some even advocate that the traditional construction practices are facing a paradigm shift with the wider application of BIM. Nonetheless, various intriguing questions are yet to be fully explored before seeing the tipping point of using BIM in construction.
 
The mini-symposium is organized under the umbrella of the First International Conference on Sustainable Urbanization from 15-17th December 2010 in Hong Kong. The conference is organised by the Faculty of Construction and Land Use (FCLU) of The Hong Kong Polytechnic University. More information can be found in http://www.polyu.edu.hk/fclu/ICSU2010/.
Proposed Table of Content 
 
This symposium aims to create a debate around various issues of BIM and envisage its impact on construction practices. High quality original papers are sought to deal with, (but are not limited to) the following topics:
 
Topic 1: Lifecycle Management of Construction projects using BIM and Virtual BIM Topic 2: Implementation: Benefits and Challenges
Topic 3: BIM and Integrated Procurement Systems (IPS) (e.g. BOT, PFI, PPP)
Topic 4: Interoperability & Data Standards 
Topic 5: Virtual Construction and its impact on Construction Management education
Topic 6: BIM and Information/Knowledge Management
Topic 7: Interoperability & Data Exchange Standards
Topic 8: Integration of Building Project-data and Geospatial-Data Systems
Topic 9: Construction Object Recognition and tracking
 
Submission Requirement
The coordinators welcome intellectual contributions that stimulate thinking and provide insights while avoiding reporting pure BIM technologies. Each paper will be sent for rigorous double-blind peer assessment by relevant academics and researchers. 
 
 
Important Date
The closing date for submissions of full paper is: 1 March 2010
A selection of the papers will be invited to extend and will be included in a special issue of Automation in Construction. According to the latest data from the ISI Web of Knowledge, the Impact Factor for Automation in Construction in year 2008 reached its value of 1.664
 
The special issue will also be guest edited by:

 
Prof. Heng Li (bshengli@polyu.edu.hk)
Department of Building and Real Estate, the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hung Kom, Kowloon, Hong Kong
Dr Weisheng Lu (Wilsonlu@hku.edu.hk) 
Department of Real Estate and Construction, The University of Hong Kong, Pakfulam, Hong Kong
 
